Scripture

Exodus 36:2-7;
39:42-43;
40:34-38

2 So Moses summoned Bezalel, Oholiab, and every
skilled person in whose heart the Lorp had placed
wisdom, all whose hearts moved them, to come to the
work and do it. 3 They took from Moses’s presence all
the contributions that the Israelites had brought for the
task of making the sanctuary. Meanwhile, the people
continued to bring freewill offerings morning after
morning. 4 Then all the artisans who were doing all the
work for the sanctuary came one by one from the work
they were doing 5 and said to Moses, “The people are
bringing more than is needed for the construction of the
work the LorD commanded to be done.” 6 After Moses
gave an order, they sent a proclamation throughout the
camp: “Let no man or woman make anything else as
an offering for the sanctuary.” So the people stopped.
7 The materials were sufficient for them to do all the
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work. There was more than enough. ... 42 The Israelites
had done all the work according to everything the Lorp
had commanded Moses. 43 Moses inspected all the work
they had accomplished. They had done just as the Lorp
commanded. Then Moses blessed them. ... 34 The
cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the
Lorp filled the tabernacle. 35 Moses was unable to
enter the tent of meeting because the cloud rested on i,
and the glory of the Lorb filled the tabernacle. 36 The
Israelites set out whenever the cloud was taken up from
the tabernacle throughout all the stages of their journey.
37 If the cloud was not taken up, they did not set out
until the day it was taken up. 38 For the cloud of the
LoRrp was over the tabernacle by day, and there was a fire
inside the cloud by night, visible to the entire house of
Israel throughout all the stages of their journey.
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His Story

Do you think they gave because they
wanted to (cheerfully) or because
they had to (begrudgingly)? Why?

What do you think motivated the Israelites to keep giving?

99 Essential
Doctrines

Temple of the
Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit indwells the church,
both  individually —and  corporately
(1 Cor. 3:16-17; 12:13). As the temple of
the Holy Spirit, we live our lives differently
than before, bearing the virtuous fruit that
comes only by the indwelling work of
the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23). This indwelling
work of the Spirit also equips individual
members of the church with gifts for the
work of the ministry (1 Cor. 12:11).
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Main Point

What does the text infer about God’s gifting people artistically?

|
How has God gifted you to serve Him and others in His kingdom?




His Story

List other places in Scripture that mention God’s desire to dwell among
His people.

How does the truth that God dwells within you impact your everyday life?

Christ Connection

God instructed the Israelites to build a tabernacle so He could dwell with
them. God wants to be with His people. For this reason, God would later
send His Son to “tabernacle,” or dwell, with us in order to bring us into

His presence.
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Imagine you were an Israelite who saw God’s presence displayed in the
brilliance that filled the tabernacle and the cloud above it. How would this
have affected your understanding of God’s character? Of His greatness?

How might the thought of God’s desire to dwell among His people affect

the way you battle sin in your life?

” Heart

What is the difference between obedience as a response to grace versus
obedience as an attempt to earn grace?

What are some ways grace has changed your heart?

% Hands

Why is it wrong to think some gifts/professions are sacred and some
are secular?

If you are interested in the arts in some way (graphic design, painting,
sculpture, illustration, acting, writing, etc.), how does this encourage you
to pursue that craft for the glory of God?
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Daily
Devotions

The 7 Arrows of
Bible Reading

@

What does this
passage say? 1\

€—

What did this What does this
passage mean to its passage tell us
original audience? about God?

|

What does this
passage Tell us
about man?

—_> <>

What does How does this passage

this passage change the way |
demand of me? relate to people?

S

How does this
passage prompt
me to pray?

When did Bezalel, Oholiab, and the other skilled
craftspeople understand how God had blessed
them with their abilities? Or that God was going
to use them in such an incredible act of worship to
Him? Was it only when Moses called on them to

begin working on the tabernacle, or was it before?

Even though we do not have the answer to this
question in Scripture, we have to wonder if Bezalel
and Oholiab ever thought they didn’t have much to
offer God before the tabernacle. Did they see the
ways they were gifted as fairly useless? They weren’t
great leaders like Moses. They weren't priests like
Aaron. They may not have even been warriors.
They were just artisans.

If they ever had these thoughts and feelings, that
must have changed the day Moses called on them
to work on the tabernacle. In that one moment,
they connected what they deemed the sacred and
the secular, only to learn that such a division is
unwarranted. All we do is to be done for God’s glory

as acts of worship. Apart from sin, it is all sacred.

In what “ordinary” ways has God
gifted you? How have you, or can you,
use these in service to Him?
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Exodus
37:1—-38:31

For many of us, reading the second half of the
Book of Exodus is challenging. It is full of details
and can be quite repetitious. So we might be
inclined to speed through these chapters or even
skip over them. But we have to resist this urge and
consider why God gave them to us. What is He
wanting to communicate in this large section of
Exodus? The answer is found in the very thing that
makes us stumble: the preciseness of the details.

As we read of a table being made (37:10-16), it
is noteworthy that God didnt just command His
people to make a table. He didn’t even command
them to make a table of a certain size. He prescribed
the size, the materials, and even intricate details of
the table. In doing so, He is expressed two things.
First, that worship of Him is serious business.
We are not to approach a holy God lightly. God
takes this seriously, and we should too. Second,
the same care for details that God expresses here
is given to us as well. God cares no less for the
small, seemingly trivial details of our lives than He
did for the tabernacle. Knowing this doesn’t make
sections like this easier to read, but it at least helps

us appreciate them.

What “small” detail of your life do
you need to trust that God knows and
cares about?

God was precise in giving directions for the
construction of the tabernacle, which partly
revealed His character. But attention to details
did not end with God; He held His people

to the same standard as they constructed the
tabernacle. This is why Moses inspected the work
before the project was declared officially over. He
wanted to make sure they had done exactly as
God had commanded. Not a single corner could
be cut. God was worth their full obedience and
that is what they needed to offer Him before

a single offering could be given through this

new structure.

In a similar way, our faithful obedience reflects
our love for and value of God. We too are called
on to give God our best—of our time, energy, and
resources—and to do so with joy. Nothing less will
do. This is our act of worship. This is our sacrifice

of praise.

In which areas of life might you be
holding something back from God?

Why?
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Exodus
40:1-33

God’s timing was perfect. It always is. God
instructed the Israelites to set-up the tabernacle on
the first day of the first month of the year—New
Year’s Day. It is hard to imagine a better way to
begin a new year than with the establishment of
the tabernacle. But there was even more to God’s

timing than that.

The Israclites had been rescued from slavery in
Egypt through the Passover in the middle of the
first month of the year (Ex. 12:1-3). One year later,
they were about to celebrate the first anniversary of
the Passover with the tabernacle completed. It was
a testament to God’s faithfulness. He had delivered
His people and He was with them, guiding them
toward their home.

What spiritual markers in your life
remind you of God’s faithfulness?

The Book of Exodus ends with a summary of
what followed. The Israelites packed up and
moved whenever the cloud was taken up from the
tabernacle. The cloud during the day and pillar of
fire at night were ever-present reminders of God’s

presence and guidance and of His grace and mercy.

The cloud and pillar were what the people followed
out of Egypt the year before. Although the people
had grumbled against God repeatedly, even though
they had rebelled against Him by worshiping the
golden calf, the book ends with Him leading them
the same way. He was faithful, even as they were
faithless at times. He would continue to be faithful,
even after the people refused to enter the land He
had given them.

It's a fitting end to the book. God’s unchanging
faithfulness on display for a people who did not
deserve it. It’s a fitting picture for God’s relationship
with Israel of the Old Testament, and it is a fitting
picture for us. It is a picture of the gospel.

How have you seen God’s undeserved
faithfulness in your life?
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